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Description

Barbados Island - Blackwater NWR

Blackwater NWR, Dorchester County

Marsh protection and restoration, habitat cre-
ation, innovative design

A pilot project that will help in formulating 
techniques to restore other parts of Blackwater 
National Wildlife Refuge

$125,000 $25,000

The Blackwater Wildlife Refuge is estimated to lose 
almost 1 acre of wetland a day due to a number of 
factors (e.g.; herbivory, sea level rise, erosion).  This 
project is focused on the utilization of innovative, low-
cost techniques to protect existing marsh and restore 
marsh that has been lost.  This is a pilot project that will 
help in formulating techniques to restore other parts of 
marsh in the Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge.

This proposed 
project 
will utilize 
innovative, low-cost techniques to protect existing 
marsh and restore tidal marsh.  Some of the techniques 
will include the use of marsh terraces, pine tree island/
breakwaters, and the use of other natural materials 
(including material dredged from the Blackwater River) for 
marsh restoration and protection.  These structures will be 
strategically placed to provide maximum protection and 
marsh accretion.




