MD CWRP Project PROPOSALS

Project Name

Bishopville Ecosystem Restoration Project

Project Location

Bishopville, Worcester County

Project Purpose

Fish passage improvement, wetland creation,

rare species habitat creation

Environmental Results

Dam removal, restored wetland hydrology,
establishment of wetlands, white cedar habitat

and buffer

Estimated Cost Proposed Contribution
$2.1 million $100,000

Description

This project seeks to provide conservation and restoration of crit-
ical and declining habitats in the Maryland Coastal Bays through
the integration of several different restoration techniques. The
overall objectives are to improve water quality in Buntings

Branch (a tributary of St.
Martin River); Provide fish
passage and stream habitat
for anadramous fish; Re-
store wetlands and wetland hydrology; and Restore a globally
declining wetland habitat and vegetative community (Atlantic
white cedar swamp).

The project site area encompasses 85 acres of land in the
upper tidewater area of the St. Martin River, adjacent to
Buntings Branch. This area includes existing floodplains, a
pond, a mine site and upland buffer. The cooperation of
many partners, as well as a variety of restoration techniques,
make this a very innovative and exciting project. While
providing numerous environmental benefits the project

will eventually become a county/municipal park that will

showcase each approach. MCWRP





