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Sharptown Living Shoreline

Sharptown, Wicomico County

Stabilize eroding shoreline, education

Restored and stabilized shoreline, habitat 
creation

$160,000 $40,000

The primary goal of the project is to restore approximately 
1,000 linear feet of shoreline along the Nanticoke River in 
Wicomico County.  Currently, the shoreline is eroding and has 
been stabilized with debris and other undesirable materials.  The plan 
is to restore the vegetated and sandy shoreline and improve habitat, 
water quality and aesthetics.  This project is meant to serve as a 
demonstration of ecologically-based shoreline techniques.  Since the 
site is located in a public park owned by the Town of Sharptown and 
Wicomico County it is very accessible to the public and therefore ideal 
for showcasing this technique to waterfront property owners.

The living shoreline technique is gaining wider 
use as a viable and preferred alternative to 
traditional “hardened” shoreline stabilization 
techniques.  When applicable, these shorelines 
provide excellent erosion protection ans well as 
crucial habitat for a myriad of aquatic organisms 
like diamondback terrapins and horseshoe crabs.




